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A high school aged student intently measures a Six-lined Race-
runner’s (Cnemidophorus sexlineatus) snout-vent length (SVL)
with calipers (Figure 1). He is American Indian, and his partner
is Asian, the daughter of first generation Chinese immigrants. He
is from a predominately rural area, and she lives in a large urban
area. These partners are participating in a weeklong residential
summer Herpetology Research Experience (HRE), which is part
of a National Science Foundation (NSF)-funded informal sci-
ence education program titled Herpetology Education in Rural
Places & Spaces (The HERP Project)*. HREs are based on the
idea that all students can learn science by enacting authentic field
science.

Prior to their encounter with the Six-lined Racerunner, this
group also lassoed a Carolina anole (Anolis carolinensis). The
young woman in the photograph (Figure 1) had never seen
anoles in the wild before, but she had used many science tools
(calipers, pesola scales, and digital scales) in previous science
classes. The young man, a Lumbee Indian, had caught many
anoles before, as anoles are abundant where he lives. Young
children in his community often catch these lizards and keep
them for a while and even coax them to bite their earlobes, so
that they are wearing a pair of live anole earrings as an acces-
sory (Figure 2). Together, these two HRE participants worked as
scientists to catch the anole with a lizard lasso for the first time
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